
         

    

  
 
 

GELLISWICK NEWSLETTER 23rd November 2018 
Contact us: admin.gelliswick@pembrokeshire.gov.uk 

Telephone: 01646 692894 
 

MESSAGE FROM MR DYER, THE HEAD TEACHER 

 

 I would like to start by saying thank you to a member of staff who leaves 
Gelliswick today.  Mrs Davies has been covering Miss Yelland’s maternity 
leave since Christmas, and the children in Druidston class (and Nolton 
class last year when Mrs Davies was Miss Deakin prior to getting married 
in the summer) will know how kind she has been.  She has helped the 
children with their learning but also shown a generosity of spirit in the 
daily life of her classes.  We are sorry that she is leaving but we wish her 
all the very best.  She has already been working with Miss Yelland for the 
transition, and of course we all welcome Miss Yelland back. 
 

 You know that Writing has been a key focus in our School Development 
Plan this year, but I wanted to remind you of our other priorities, based on our evaluation of our short life 
so far as Gelliswick School: 
 

Development Priority Main drivers for change 

1. Improve standards in pupils’ Literacy 
and Numeracy. 

Improving pupils’ writing through Talk for Writing, and their 
Maths through problem solving. 

2. Improve the performance of pupils 
eligible for FSM. 

Use of Maths and English intervention programmes, wellbeing 
programmes, and family engagement. 

3. Improve pupils’ resilience and 
independence in their learning, and 
pupils’ attendance. 

Continua for Kids – a progressive skills pathway that helps 
children learn how they learn; high profile systems and 
expectations of good attendance. 

4. Improve consistency in teaching (and 
the 12 pedagogical principles) 

Developing teachers’ skills through Talk for Writing, and using 
the Teaching Continuum to develop reflective practice. 

5. Develop greater cohesion in 
establishing the overall vision and 
aims for the school. 

Increased use of SCHOOP for surveys and parent feedback, 
and improving newsletters and online communication. 

6. Improve the systems of 
accountability, and professional 
development. 

High quality training and resources e.g. through Talk for Writing, 
Teaching Continuum and Continua for Kids, and leadership 
training for whole school self-evaluation. 

 
 

 

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT WE ALL DO EVERYTHING WE CAN TO IMPROVE OUR ATTENDANCE THIS YEAR. 

ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 
 

Our target 95% 

This week 95.6% - Well done and thank you.  This is 
much better … but should be the norm 

This year so far 94.3% - Need many more weeks of 95+ 
 

Last year we were 93.5%, in the lowest 25% in Wales. 
Gelliswick can do better – we have to for our children 
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NOT HERE?  NOT LEARNING ENOUGH? 

 

Congratulations to the following classes for over 95% 
Tenby 99.3%; Sandy Haven 99.0%; Westdale 98.9%; Manorbier 97.9%; Druidston 97.7%; Pwllgwaelod 96.3%; 

Trefdraeth 96.3%; Abereiddi 96.0%; Barafundle 96.0%; Marloes 95.8%; Skrinkle Haven 95.3%; Whitesands 95.0% 
MESSAGE FROM THE PUPILS 
 

The Criw Cymraeg 
This is the ‘Ymadrodd yr Wythnos’, Phrase of the week. Use this phrase when you would like to find out what 

book your friend is reading. This week the classes in Foundation Phase have a poster of some of the books that 

they are reading displayed in their reading Areas. 

 

 

 

 
 

The KiVa Kids say: 

 We need new rotas for the KiVa Kids as there are a few new volunteers and some of the KiVa Kids want a 
break from their duties for a few weeks as they would like to play with their friends. 

 Some KiVa Kids have to be retrained as they haven’t always shown the school values themselves in the 
last couple of weeks. Mrs Reynolds reminded them that they have to be good role models who follow the 
school rules of being RESPECTFUL, READY AND SAFE 

 That they would like baseball hats to wear with their jackets to show that they are KiVa Kids. The baseball 
hats can have the KiVa logo on. Mrs Robertson is getting some prices for us. 

 That they need their photos displayed on a KiVa board so that pupils know their names and who they are. 
 
BE SAFE, BE RESPECTFUL, BE READY 
 
 

The ‘Hot Chocolate with the Head Teacher’ reward is for children who have consistently followed our three 
rules, and who have gone ‘above and beyond’ in this, often in a quietly unassuming way. 
 
 

HOT CHOCOLATE WITH THE HEAD TEACHER 
CONGRATULATIONS AND THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING: 

Tenby (Reception) Oliver Lewis Pwllgwaelod (Year 3) Sophia Pyart 

Newgale (Reception) Ellie Phillips Coppet Hall (Year 3) Paige Majewski 

Parrog(Year 1) Shaye Patterson Swanlake Bay (Year 4) Jayden Hallam 

Manorbier (Year1 ) Lexi Lee Abereiddi (Year 4) Ruby Edwards  

Nolton (Year 2) Marley Lanthulum Barafundle (Year 5) Tyler Boswell 

Pa lyfr wyt ti’n ddarllen?  

Dw i’n darllen … 

What book are you reading?  

I am reading…  



Druidston (Year 2) Aidan Carter Lindsway (Year 5/6) Lexi Davies 

Westdale (Year 2) Leon Hood Sandy Haven (Year 6) George Coates-Johnson 

Whitesands (Nursery to Yr 2) Aleah Harding Skrinkle Haven (Year  6) Gemma Sandy 

Little Haven (Year 1-3) Kiah Picton Marloes (Year 3 to 6) Mason White 

  Broad Haven (year 5/6) Stefan Barnett 
 

Gelliswick School Values / Ysgol Gelliswick Gwerthoedd 
 

 
 
 
 

Compassion 
Courage 

Creativity 
Fairness 

Forgiveness 
Friendship 
Generosity 

 

 
 

Hope 
Humility 

Love 
Peace 

Perseverance 
Respect 

Responsibility 

Service 
Sportsmanship 

Spirituality 
Team work 

Thankfulness 
Trust 

Truthfulness 
Wisdom 

CAUGHT MOMENTS – Diolch a da iawn to these children who were ‘caught’ living Gelliswick’s values: 

Generosity Miss Higgins caught Jenson Turner sharing the sweets he won in Children in Need with the 
class. 

Team work Miss Hopkinson caught Freddie Sturley and Tyler Davies helping their group to complete an 
activity. 

Teamwork Mr Stow caught Rhys Carter, Archie George and Harry Davidson working brilliantly in a team 
during our art lesson. 

Perseverance  Mrs Davidson caught Sophie Cranston not giving up when her maths work got tricky. 

Courage  Miss Scale caught Olivia Grey volunteering to sing a solo in our Christmas play. 

Courage Mrs George caught Dewi Axford trying broccoli for the first time and enjoying it! 

Peace Mrs Pickford caught Penny Lane Hambly promoting a peaceful atmosphere amongst her friends. 

Friendship Mrs Vaughan caught Lucee Benyon comforting her friend when she was upset. 

Courage Miss Council caught Jaxon Bond volunteering to be an important character in our story and use 
the words from the story to act out the character with real confidence. 

Perseverance Mrs Mountstevens caught Katie Sharp working hard to write her name correctly. 

Service Miss Whatling and Mrs Davies caught Alice Grant taking care of our school playground without 
being asked  … and  

Service  Mrs Davies caught Lexi May Elliott and Yazmine Phillips helping to keep the classroom tidy and 
looking after class equipment.  

Friendship Mrs Candler caught Chanelle Jeary looking after a friend who was upset. 

Responsibility Mrs Hopkinson caught Callum Stuchbury being a helpful and responsible member of the class.  

Friendship Mrs Evans caught Ethan Brown and Leo Rees comforting a friend at playtime and offering to play 
with him. 

Friendship Miss South caught Noah Cartwright helping others participate in ELSA. 

Responsibility Miss South caught Tyler Boswell helping others in dinner club and for showing a mature attitude. 
 



 

GELLISWICK NEWS … 
 

In Clwb Cymraeg this week the children have been doing some drama and learnt 
some simple scripts and have performed them in front of the group.  The scripts and 
videos are available on the following website for you to try at home. 
 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zw9wy4j 
 

Try this one on the topic of Feelings – Discussing feelings at the cinema 
 
 
Values Assemblies  

During Values Assemblies on Wednesdays, the school celebrates the 

number of gems that each class has earned when displaying our values 

during the week in the school.  ‘Respect’ and ‘Fairness’ values have been 

the main themes for assemblies and for PSE work in the classes during 

this term.  

We are grateful to Rev Andy Bookless and Amanda Coombe who visit.  

Rev Andy Bookless is currently sharing a series of assemblies on the 

Christmas story beginning with the prophets pointing forward to Jesus and this week we heard about the 

angels appearing to Mary and Joseph.  Amanda has also been sharing Bible stories on our current School Value 

of Fairness, using the story of King Ahab who treated Naboth unfairly and stole his Vineyard.  The children are 

always very keen to take part especially when there are props to hold and when there is some dressing up as 

the main characters of the stories involved. 

Green Links curriculum enrichment 

A group of KS2 pupils attend Green Links on a Friday afternoon for outdoor learning. The activities include 

farming, den making, wall building, digging and planting trees. 

Green Links provide skills training and work experience programmes for young people and adults of all abilities.  

Their mission is to enthuse and engage pupils and volunteers, enabling them to reach their full potential 

through activities to develop social, educational, sports and environmental skills. 

Last week the pupils learnt about the different animals and how to look after them. They also dug holes and 

planted some trees. 

Lowri -“I loved being outdoors it was a fun way to learn about different animals.” 

Rhys - “I can`t wait to go today, we are going to meet the animals that live indoors and help to feed them. We 

learnt about different breeds of cows last week” 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zw9wy4j


Ciaran - “It was brilliant, we had so much fun.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MERIT AWARD – Llongyfarchiadau, congratulations to our Merit Winners this week: 

Poppit Sands (PT Nursery) Elsie Maher For fantastic number formation. 
Tenby (Reception) Harry Parr For super writing, independently, about the Owl Babies. 
Newgale (Reception) Joe O’Donovan For sharing his reading skills in our Deep, Dark, Woodland 

Reading area with peers. 
Parrog(Year 1) Emin Sahin For using his Welsh to answer the Dinner Register. 
Manorbier (Year 1) Moon Hambly For making up oral subtraction stories involving 10 dinosaurs. 
Whitesands (Nursery to yr 2) David Holt Sensible behaviour on our leaf hunt and during class all week. 
Nolton (Year 2) Honey French For her excellent attitude creating her story map. 
Druidston (Year 2) Archie 

Harrison-Bevan 
For his excellent attitude toward his work and a great improvement 
with his handwriting. 

Westdale (Year 2) Kieran Bevans Showing perseverance when working out how much change to 
give when buying two items with £1. 

Little Haven (Year 1-3) Kiah Picton For being able to label parts of the owl independently. 
Pwllgwaelod (Year 3) Layla Harding For really making a huge effort with her positive behaviour. 
Coppet Hall (Year 3) Jacob Aldred For trying his hardest in all aspects of school life this week. 
Swanlake Bay (Year 4) Olivia Gray For singing a brilliant solo in Christmas concert practice. 
Abereiddi (Year 4) Kian Lee For trying really hard in RWI and showing and positive attitude. 
Sandy Haven (Year 5) Ruby Warlow For showing a good attitude around the classroom and being 

helpful and hardworking. 
Skrinkle Haven (Year  5) Mia Bond For excellent work in maths when using her knowledge of doubling 

to multiply by other numbers. 
Barafundle (Year 6) Jordan Salter For his fantastic effort when writing a ‘defeating the monster’ story 

this week.  
Marloes (Year 3 to 6) Ollie Allerton For using story language from our Indian folk tale to act out the 

story. 
Broad Haven(Year 4-6) Stefan Barnett For settling down quickly to work and persevering with tricky 

concepts in Maths.  
 
 

 


