
         

    

  

 
 
 

GELLISWICK NEWSLETTER 13th December 2019 
Contact us: admin.gelliswick@pembrokeshire.gov.uk; head.gelliswick@pembrokeshire.gov.uk 

Telephone: 01646 692894 
 

MESSAGE FROM MR DYER, THE HEAD TEACHER 
 

 Well, in the words of one of our Carol Service songs this year, ‘Christmas has started’!  In addition to the 
Carol Services we have had a Disco, the Christmas Dinner, Singalongs in the Nursery, and Christmas 
Concerts.  All children in every year group present a performance at some stage during the school year, 
whether at Harvest or Easter or the Summer, and at Christmas it is the turn of years Reception, 1 and 4.  
See the News items below for a couple of photos and brief report on these various events. 
 

 We are holding our Christmas Fair next Tuesday after school between 3.30 p.m. and 5.00 p.m.  I do hope 
you are able to look in, and I look forward to seeing you next week.  There will be a wide variety of stalls, 
many of which our pupils have been busy preparing for you as they learn to be enterprising and creative 
contributors. 
 

 When you come to the Fair, I encourage you to walk if possible, but if you are driving please use the drop 
off car park over by the rugby club.  Please do not park anti-socially or unsafely on Gelliswick Road or in 
the car park on Gelliswick Road.  It is very important that we don’t block our neighbours in or create 
hazards.  In connection with this, please be careful not park over the pedestrian route (yellow hatching) 
in the drop off car park.  Thank you very much for your help in keeping our children and our community 
safe. 
 

 I would also like to remind all our visitors that we are a school with ‘Respect’ as one of our core values.  
Our values were created by our pupils and they believe in this strongly.  Please play your ‘respectful’ part 
when you visit the school in terms of your own language and behaviour and remember that when you 
are in or around our school, children do see and hear what happens. 
 

 We have our Torch Theatre Pantomime visits next week on Wednesday for Foundation Phase and on 
Friday for Key Stage Two.  Remember that on Friday we may return to school after the usual 12.15 p.m. 
finish time.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

 Christmas Jumper Day is on Tuesday next week for Gelliswick.  We will be collecting for Save the Children. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 You may be aware that school receives additional funding for pupils who are eligible for Free School 
Meals.  If you think you may be eligible, please contact Ms Emma Evans our Family Liaison Officer or Mrs 
Donna Robertson our business manager.  Your child does not actually have to order school dinners if you 
are registered. 

mailto:admin.gelliswick@pembrokeshire.gov.uk


 

 

 

Attendance Matters 

The blue line 
shows how we 
have done each 
week.   
 
The red line shows 
how we are doing 
overall through 
the year. 
 

The red line is 
getting lower 
and lower. 
Lower than 
last year! 

 
 

 

NOT HERE?  NOT LEARNING ENOUGH. 

 

Congratulations to the following classes for over 95% 
Abereiddi 96.4%; Coppet Hall 96.2%; Westdale 95.6%; Swanlake 95.5% 

 
We have had a period of significant sickness over the last couple of months.  There is very little we can do 
about this, and it’s horrible being ill so I have every sympathy for people who are feeling poorly.  I want to 
reassure you that we do our very best to keep our school environment hygienic, and the school is cleaned well 
every day. 
  
We must hope for better health in the New Year, as our current attendance of 93.5% is far too low, and this 
means that this means too many children are missing out on too much learning.  And that really does make a 
difference to those dreams and ambitions our children may have. 
 
So, we would never encourage children to be in school if they have a temperature or a very sore throat for 
example.  But after Christmas we sympathetically ask parents to check whether they think their child could be 
resilient enough to cope with a sniffle or tiredness.  Thank you so much for your cooperation. 
 
If in any doubt, or you’d like some support with attendance, please contact Emma Evans our ‘always listening’ 
Family Liaison Officer.  

ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 
 

Our target 95% 

This week 92.1% 

This year so far 93.5% 
 

Last year we were 93.8%, one of the lowest in Pembrokeshire. 
Gelliswick can do better – we have to for our children 
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AWARDS AND REWARDS WEEK ENDING 6th December 
 

Gelliswick School Values / Ysgol Gelliswick Gwerthoedd 

 
 
 
 

Compassion 
Courage 
Creativity 
Fairness 
Forgiveness 
Friendship 
Generosity 

 

 
Hope 
Humility 
Love 
Peace 
Perseverance 
Respect 
Responsibility 
Service 

Sportsmanship 
Spirituality 
Team work 
Thankfulness 
Trust 
Truthfulness 
Wisdom

CAUGHT MOMENTS – Diolch a da iawn to these children who were ‘caught’ living Gelliswick’s values:  

Camden King  
And Lyra- 
Rose Wray  

Team Work  
Miss Pattinson caught Camden King singing beautifully every day 
during our Christmas play rehearsal.  

George Coates-
Johnson, Cai 
Williams and Jack 
Williams  

Creativity  
Mr Stow caught George Coates-Johnson, Cai Williams and Jack 
Williams working wonderfully together in their own time learning new 
music, writing songs and sharing skills they have.  

Olivia 
Cartwright   

Perseverance  
Mrs Evans caught Olivia Cartwright showing great perseverance when 
she kept going with her shared write, even after she had been away for 
several lessons.   

Darci Rogers  Service  Mrs Littlejohns caught Darci helping others at every opportunity.   

Lottie Button  Creativity  
Mrs Mountstevens caught Lottie Button taking great care when making 
snowmen gift tags for the Christmas Fayre.  

Lilly-Mai Rogers  Friendship  
Miss Scale caught Lilly-Mai Rogers being a kind friend by wanting to 
look after another member of the class who had fallen over. 

Reoh Smith  Service  
Miss Ehrenfellner caught Reoh Smith always being a fabulous and 
independent helper when it comes to setting up the classroom at the 
beginning of the day so we are ready for our learning.   

Mason Moseley  Friendship  
Mrs Vaughan caught Mason helping his friends put on aprons for 
painting and checking they were on properly!  

Fleur Doncaster  Generosity  
Mrs Evans is grateful for Fleur’s donation to the class of a model 
wooden stable to use with our Nativity figures.  

Kian Jones  Perseverance   Miss Ralph caught Kian Jones being committed to his learning.  

Jayden Hallam  Perseverance  
Mrs Hopkinson caught Jayden Hallam showing great effort with his 
work this week.  

Nancy Childs  Service  
Mrs Blair caught Nancy Childs teaching other children what the 
different numbers were on our outdoor number hunt.  

Jac Gustar  Service  
Mrs Reynolds caught Jac being extremely helpful in lunchtime club this 
week and making good choices to avoid any misunderstandings.  

Igor Grabowski  Service  
Mrs Pickford caught Igor bringing activities from home for other 
children to do during Friday afternoon sessions.  

Jaxon Bond  Friendship  
Miss Council and Mrs Phillips caught Jaxon Bond helping his friends 
with the signs they were finding tricky for our story.  



Bayleigh Lewis 
and Samuel 
Higginbottom  

Teamwork  
Mrs Brock caught Bayleigh and Sam working well together to create 
a poster about snails this week.  

Lexi Lee  
Taya Hallam  
 

Perseverance  

Mrs Williams caught Lexi showing perseverance when learning about 
division this week.  
Mrs Hayward caught Taya showing perseverance during swimming this 
week.   

            
GETTING IT RIGHT…  
  

MERIT AWARD – Llongyfarchiadau, congratulations to our Merit Winners this week:  

Poppit Sands (Nursery)   Belle Nicolas  
For showing an enthusiasm for the Welsh language and 
using her Welsh words every morning as she comes into 
school.  

Tenby (Reception)   Iestyn Walter-Jones  
For showing great understanding of symmetry when 
decorating a Christmas tree independently.  

Newgale (Reception)   Fletcher Bate  
For producing a fantastic page of writing when re telling the 
story of Percy and the park keeper during TFW.  

Parrog (Year 1)   Charlie Thomas  
For independently writing facts about lions for his Hot Task Big 
Write activity.  

Nolton (Year 1)   Lilli Mcmanamon  
For always having an excellent attitude to her learning and 
being a super example to the rest of the class.  

Druidston (Year 2)   Isaac Harris  
For always working hard and having a positive attitude to his 
learning.  

Westdale (Year 2)  Charlie Flood  
For independently writing his Christmas story with 
enthusiasm.  

Whitesands (N to Yr 2)   Will Lloyd  For completing his work and being proud of his efforts.  

Little Haven (N to Yr 2)   Tyler Jones  
For an excellent week by being ready and eager to learn. Well 
done Tyler we are proud of you.  

Broad Haven (Yr 3 to 6)   Lexie Evans  
For superb concentration when learning the new model text 
and for always trying her best.  

Marloes (Year 3 to 6)   Leah Shipley  
For her enthusiasm in our Eco activities this week and being 
an excellent camera-woman this morning.  

Coppet Hall (Year 3)   
Isabelle Evans-
Critten  

For persevering and being an independent learner when 
innovating our information text this week.  

Abereiddi (Year 3)   Noah Riggs  
For trying really hard when writing his paragraphs in his 
dragon information text.  

Pwllgwaelod (Year 3)  Rhys Laugharne  
For working very well all week and trying hard to listen 
carefully so that he was ready to learn.  

Swanlake (Year 4)  
Grace Brinson 
Phillips  

For generously bringing in Christmas decorations to make our 
classroom feel festive.  

Trefdraeth (Year 4)   Paige Majewski  
For always having a big smile on her face and being a jolly 
member of the class.   

Amroth (Year 5)   Morgan Britton  
For having very mature attentive listening skills and always 
enthusiastically participating in class discussion.   



Barafundle (Year 5)   
Carly 
Stevens- Journeaux  

For always trying her best in lessons and having a focused 
attitude towards her learning.  

Skrinkle Haven (Year 6)   Jack Page  For showing dedication and commitment to his learning.   

Sandy Haven (Year 6)   
Lewi Rozblat-
Greggain  

For showing determination to do his best work and working 
hard to present his work more neatly.  

  
BE SAFE, BE RESPECTFUL, BE READY  
  

The ‘Hot Chocolate with the Head Teacher’ reward is for children who have consistently followed our three 
rules, and who have gone ‘above and beyond’ in this, often in a quietly unassuming way.  
  

HOT CHOCOLATE WITH THE HEAD TEACHER  
CONGRATULATIONS AND THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING:  

Poppit Sands (Nursery)   JJ Lockwood  Pwllgwaelod (Year 3)   Jersey-Grace Morrissey  

Tenby (Reception)   Lily Peace  Coppet Hall (Year 3)   Kai Lewis  

Newgale (Reception)   Flynn Warlow  Abereiddi (Year 3)   Sienna – Leigh Davies  

Parrog (Year 1)   Jaxson Bristow  Trefdraeth (Year 4)   Ruby Dawes  

Nolton (Year 1)   Ellise Harding  Swanlake Bay (Year 4)   Teah-Rose Salter-James  

Druidston (Year 2)   Micky Macrury  Amroth (Year 5)   Tyreece Wells  

Westdale (Year 2)   Lilly-Ann McGuire  Barafundle (Year 5)   Mali-Rose John  

Whitesands (N to Yr 2)   David Holt  Skrinkle Haven (Year 6)   Leon Morris  

Little Haven (N to Yr 2)   Caleb Chapman  Sandy Haven (Year 6)   Leon  Lewis  

Broad Haven (Yr 3 to 6)   Charlie Partington  Marloes (Yr 3 to 6)   Osian Jones  

 

NEWS ITEMS 

Carol Services 

Reverend Bookless visited for our Whole School Carol Service at the school on Tuesday.  We all sang a number 

of Carols, including Tawel Nos (Silent Night) in Welsh, and the ever-favourite Christmas Calypso.  Our choir were 

absolutely superb, and their harmony version of Away in a Manger to a less familiar tune was very moving.  The 

readers were polished and confident, and well done also to the pupils who led the school in prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the evening we then moved to St Mary’s Church for our Community Carol Service.  The choir and readers were 

once again excellent and it was lovely to see a number of families there who did not have children involved in the 

performances.  Reverend John Cecil and the members at St Mary’s made us very welcome, including cakes and 

refreshments after the service – diolch yn fawr! 



 

Christmas Concerts – well done and thank you to all the children and staff who gave us some special 

memories: 

Both the morning and the afternoon Nursery children entertained their parents with a singalong in the classroom 

over the last couple of days.  Great fun was had by all! 

Our Reception children gave us a beautiful performance of the nativity, proving that we can always learn more 

however many times we hear the Christmas Story.  They look wonderful and sang enthusiastically, melting our 

hearts. 

 

The children in Year 1 & Whitesands class performed ‘Penguin Pete’ with great gusto for storytelling.  Our 

penguin hero travelled all the way from the south pole to the north pole to find friendship and help, and to learn 

about how Christmas is a time to share and to show we care. 

 

The Year 4 children from Trefdraeth, Swanlake and Marloes wowed the audience this morning with a fantastic 

performance of ‘Who’.  Doctors What and When travelled through the ages to learn about the true meaning of 

Christmas, finding it 2000 years ago in very humble surroundings.  I was hugely impressed with the sparkle, 

enthusiasm and sheer dramatic exuberance of the whole year four team – what a team! 



 

 

Christmas Dinner 

The hall was wonderfully festive at lunchtime 

on Wednesday, with those good old seasonal 

songs being belted out and good cheer from 

everyone.  It was, of course, the Gelliswick 

Christmas Dinner!  Judging from the 

enthusiastic thank you to the kitchen staff (in 

the form of ‘We wish you a merry 

Christmas’), the children enjoyed this special 

occasion. 

 

 

 

 

Discos 

Thank you to all the children for enjoying our Key Stage Two discos with such a great attitude.  The dancing and 

the singing was enthusiastic – and genuinely skilful in some cases!  After hot dogs and bouncy castle fun, we 

heard happy voices as children left at the end of the evening. ‘Can we have this every day?’ was one of the 

comments.  My huge thanks to the staff for arranging these discos (but perhaps I won’t ask them to do one each 

week!). 

 



 


