
         

    

  

GELLISWICK NEWSLETTER 29th March 2019 
Contact us: admin.gelliswick@pembrokeshire.gov.uk 

Telephone: 01646 692894 
 

MESSAGE FROM MR DYER, THE HEAD TEACHER 
 

 The year five pupils have perhaps been the luckiest this week, as they have been making the most of the 
sunshine during their residential visit to Llangrannog – certainly different to last year when we had to 
negotiate the snow forecasts to be able to return home on the Friday!  There will be more about this trip in 
next week’s newsletter, as you will see on the ‘Looking Forward’ section later in this newsletter. 
 

 I have once again raised the issue of dog fouling on the footpaths around our school premises with the 
county council.  I am as concerned as parents about the health dangers for our children and families.  After 
raising the issue with PCC in January, they installed a dog waste bin (on the corner of the footpath with 
Gelliswick Rd near the crossing patrol), but I have indicated that there are no bins on the footpaths to the 
east of the school.  I have been told that enforcement officers will make patrols, and that additional signage 
is to be installed. 

 

 You will have noticed that the double yellow lines sections have been installed on Gelliswick Road to create 
spaces for vehicles to pass each other without dangerous manoeuvres.  This is an extremely important part 
of keeping our children safe as they come to and from school, so I urge all parents to ensure you do not park 
in these spaces.  Also, please do not park on pavements nearby, as these restrict the vision of pedestrians 
and drivers and create further dangerous hazards.  Thank you for your cooperation in everything we can do 
together to make the journeys to and from school safe – e.g. if you are walking, scootering, using the drop 
off zones, or use park and stride.  Diolch. 

 

 A reminder of my letter yesterday that Estyn publish their report on Monday (1st April) following their 
inspection of Gelliswick School.  Please do visit the Estyn website to read this report:  
https://www.estyn.gov.wales/.  We can provide a hard copy on request from Monday.  I will write more next 
week about the judgements and implications of the report. 

 

 I would also like to remind parents again that we are always here should you need to speak with the school 
for any matter.  It may be something the class teacher can help with, or you may want to speak with me or 
my senior leaders.  One of us is almost always available at short notice, but if not, we can arrange a time to 
speak or meet as soon as possible.  We want to help, and therefore ask you to let us know when you have 
difficulties or queries. 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE PUPILS 
 

Criw Cymraeg  
This week’s ‘Ymadrodd yr wythnos’ (phrase of the week) is from Foundation Phase Criw 
Cymraeg. It can be used to find out what TV programme you watch. I am sure our older 
readers can choose some other shows. 

Beth ydy dy hoff 

raglen deledu? 

  

Fy hoff raglen deledu ydy ‘Horrid 

Henry’. 

  

Fy hoff raglen deledu ydy Pingu 

ar BBC. 

What is your favourite TV 

show? 

 

My favourite TV show is ‘Horrid 

Henry’. 

 

My favourite TV show is Pingu 

on BBC.  

 

mailto:admin.gelliswick@pembrokeshire.gov.uk
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Gelliswick School Values / Ysgol Gelliswick Gwerthoedd 

 

 
 
 
 

Compassion 
Courage 
Creativity 
Fairness 
Forgiveness 
Friendship 
Generosity 

 

 
Hope 
Humility 
Love 
Peace 
Perseverance 
Respect 
Responsibility 
Service 

Sportsmanship 
Spirituality 
Team work 
Thankfulness 
Trust 
Truthfulness 
Wisdom 

CAUGHT MOMENTS – Diolch a da iawn to these children who were ‘caught’ living Gelliswick’s values: 

Perseverance  Mrs George caught Gethin Hatch persevering with writing a card. 

Compassion Mrs Evans caught Lexi Lee twice helping friends who had hurt themselves  

Responsibility 
Mrs Mountstevens caught Katie-May Barker Sharp taking care of other children in the 
playground. 

Respect 
Mrs Evans caught Oskar Fox showing wonderful manners and respect through-out the week in 
and outside the classroom. 

Courage 
Mrs Harding caught Leah Shipley showing courage and taking part in Llangrannog activities to 
the full. 

Teamwork and 
sportsmanship 

Miss Bowen caught the school swimming team, Tyler Williams, Jordan Salter, Isaac Mills, Liam 
Evans, Gemma Sandy, Chloe Badrock, Tia Slattery, Gracie Davies working together to reach the 
finals of the Sladen Gala. 

Love 
Miss Whatling caught Osian Jones showing a caring, loving attitude to a younger member of the 
class. 

Courage Mrs Vaughan caught Pippa Mayhew being brave when she had fallen and hurt her side. 

Courage 
Mrs Pickford caught Elise McAndrew overcoming her doubts to convert 12-hour times to 24-
hour. 

Team work 
Miss Yelland caught Aidan Carter and Eleri Roberts showing team work when solving tricky 
maths problems. 

Perseverance 
Mrs Martin caught Fletcher Bate and Ioan Lewis showing perseverance when cutting their 
Mother’s Day flowers. 

Creativity  Mrs Reynolds caught Saeed Maggs being creative when innovating his set of instructions. 

Respect 
Mrs Littlejohns caught Paige Majewski showing respect in class and encouraging others to do 
the same.  

compassion 
Miss Morgan caught Riley Mason and Kieran Bevans showing compassion to a younger child 
who had been hit by the football. 

Generosity 
Mrs Evans caught Lola Rickard-Rogers showing the class’ act of kindness by letting others go 
first in her play and activities.  

Love  Miss Scale caught Maisy Jenkins writing a beautiful poem about her mum for Mother’s Day. 

 
 

 
 



 

LOOKING FORWARD 
 

 News to look forward to in next week’s newsletter: 
o What did year five pupils enjoy at Llangrannog and how did they get on? 
o Our swimming team reached the finals of the Pembrokeshire Sladen Gala 

 

 Teachers will be available for appointments with parents after school on Tuesday 9th April and Wednesday 
10th April.  A letter will follow shortly with details.  Please do use these opportunities to discuss your child’s 
happiness and progress at school, as they are an important part of working together to help your child. 
 

 Easter Bingo at the school on Monday 8th April – this is an important fundraiser for the school so we can 
purchase IT and outdoor learning resources. 

 

 To support our KiVA anti-bullying scheme, we will be introducing two new programmes to our broad and 
inclusive programme for personal and social development: 

 

In the summer term we will be implementing ‘Show Racism the Red 
Card’.  This is a teacher education pack developed for schools to use 
as part of the curriculum. The organisation that has created the packs 
aims to “harness the profile of sports personalities and others to 
communicate an anti-racism message.”  The series of activities aim 
to: 

o Familiarise young people with the causes and consequences of racism and equip them with a range 
of skills that will enable them to challenge racism.  

o Enable young people to develop good relationships and respect difference between people 
regardless of ethnicity.  

o Help young people to play an active role as citizens in a diverse society. 
o Provide teachers with a quality easy-to- use teaching resource. 

 

We have been successful in joining a highly regarded scheme called the Getting On Together ‘GOT’ 
programme.  Mrs Reynolds attended a bespoke training event last week in Cardiff so that we can roll this 
out from September.  The programme was written in Cardiff for a number of primary schools which had 
concerns that a small number of pupils were increasingly presenting as intolerant of others.  The 
programme consists of challenging extremism and discrimination, and promoting integration. The 
programme can be differentiated to fit with the needs of the school and community, but the main aims 
are: 

1. To counter intolerance and extremism through independent and critical thinking 
2. To facilitate knowledge and understanding of the non-violent message of the Islamic faith. 
3. To reduce prejudice and discrimination between all cultures faiths and creeds. 
4. To promote cohesive communities. 

 

GETTING IT RIGHT… 
 

BE SAFE, BE RESPECTFUL, BE READY 
 

The ‘Hot Chocolate with the Head Teacher’ reward is for children who have consistently followed our three 
rules, and who have gone ‘above and beyond’ in this, often in a quietly unassuming way. 
 

 

HOT CHOCOLATE WITH THE HEAD TEACHER 
CONGRATULATIONS AND THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING: 

Poppit Sands (Nursery) 
Freya King 
Blain Hughes  

Pwllgwaelod (Year 3) Sebastian Ricci 

Coppet Hall (Year 3) Imogen Defrancesco 

Tenby (Reception) Edie Turner Swanlake Bay (Year 4) Molly Watts 

Newgale (Reception) Charlie Thomas Abereiddi (Year 4) Star Smith 

Parrog(Year 1) Emin Sahin Sandy Haven (Year 5) Skye Bristow 

Manorbier (Year1 ) Lily-Ann McGuire Skrinkle Haven (Year  5) Mia Bond 

Nolton (Year 2) Billeigh Garrity Barafundle (Year 6) Teigan Gould 

Druidston (Year 2) Darci Rogers Trefdraeth (Year 6) Ruby Rae Conroy 

Westdale (Year 2) Kyan Jenkins Marloes (Year 3 to 6) Mason White 

  Broad Haven (year 5/6) Charlie Partington 



 

MERIT AWARD – Llongyfarchiadau, congratulations to our Merit Winners this week: 

Poppit Sands (PT Nursery) Ffion Daines  
For being a fantastic member of the class and always trying her 
best. 

Poppit Sands (Nursery) Milah Turner  
For being able independently to complete a two colour repeating 
pattern. 

Tenby (Reception) Leo Curcio 
For excellent maths skills identifying missing numbers between 1 
and 100. 

Newgale (Reception) Violet-Rose Codd For showing excellent manners and willingness to help others. 

Parrog(Year 1) Makenzie Newton  
For putting 100% effort in all that she did this week and being 
enthusiastic about learning maths.  

Manorbier (Year1 ) Cerys Wonnacott For her wonderful writing about the Hindu festival of Holi. 

Whitesands (Nursery to yr 2) Charlie Walters For trying really hard this week to make the right choices. 

Nolton (Year 2) Taya Hallam  For a fantastic attitude and having a go when writing. 

Druidston (Year 2) Kai Lewis 
For always giving 100% effort and having a great attitude to his 
learning. 

Westdale (Year 2) Morgan Clayton 
For being able to complete his warning story cold task 
independently and remembering all his writing targets. 

Little Haven (Year 1-3) Deniz Azisov For drawing a fantastic picture for his mum. 

Pwllgwaelod (Year 3) Violet Kucyj-Jones 
For showing great persistence and perseverance in her maths 
lessons this week, when learning new skills. 

Coppet Hall (Year 3) Tomas Williams 
For determination and perseverance when completing his boxed 
up plan when innovating our model text. 

Swanlake Bay (Year 4) Mali-Rose John 
For showing determination when editing her dilemma story 
opening. 

Abereiddi (Year 4) Seren Hudd For always being a polite and helpful member of the class. 

Sandy Haven (Year 5) Isabella Defrancesco For creative ideas in writing. 

Skrinkle Haven (Year  5) Leon Morris 
For having a mature and positive attitude whilst working in a Year 
6 class this week. 

Barafundle (Year 6) Ollie Gray For wonderful ideas and great effort in our writing this week.  

Trefdraeth (Year 6) Harley Evans 
For excellent effort in maths this week and producing a tonne of 
quality work. 

Marloes (Year 3 to 6) Leon Hitchcock 
For his excellent attitude to his work in all areas throughout the 
week and his achievement in his activities. 

 
 
GELLISWICK NEWS 
 

Booky Breakfast 
 

Thank you very much to all the parents of Foundation phase pupils who have continued to support the Booky 
Breakfast on a Thursday morning.  Some classes have had up to 14 adults in to share a book which is fantastic.  
Remember, you are very welcome to come in and share a book with your child in the classroom at the very 
start of the school day on a Thursday. 
 

Four good reasons to read with your child: 
1. Looking at a book while someone reads it helps get children ready to read.  
2. Reading helps build a child’s imagination.  
3. Reading helps children learn about their world. 
4.  Reading with your children strengthens your bond with them. 

 



Developing Healthy Confident Individuals - A Spring walk for Reception Pupils 
 

This week Tenby, Newgale and 
Little Haven classes went out on 
a learning walk in our local 
community.  As part of our RE 
curriculum the children have 
been learning about the changes 
in the seasons and appreciating 
the wonders of the natural 
world.  They all thoroughly 
enjoyed playing nature 
detectives and spotted blossom, 
spring flowers and buds 
appearing on the trees. They also 
enjoyed listening to the birds and 
watching them build nests. 
 

 
Attendance Matters 

The blue line 
shows how we 
have done each 
week.   
 
The red line shows 
how we are doing 
overall through 
the year. 
 
Four better weeks 
have pulled the 
overall back up to 
94.2 – going in the 
right direction. 
 
 

FOUR WEEKS IN A ROW OF BETTER ATTENDANCE – WE CAN DO THIS – KEEP IT GOING TILL THE END OF TERM 

 
 

 
 

 

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT WE ALL DO EVERYTHING WE CAN TO IMPROVE OUR ATTENDANCE THIS YEAR. 
NOT HERE?  NOT LEARNING ENOUGH? 

 

Congratulations to the following classes for over 95% 
Broad Haven 99.4%; Abereiddi 98.7%; Whitesands 98.6%; Pwllgwaelod 98.1%; Nolton 97.7%; Westdale 97.5%; 

Little Haven 96.7%; Druidstone 96.3%; Tenby 96.0%; Skrinkle Haven 95.8%; Manorbier 95.0% 

ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 
 

Our target 95% 

This week 94.6%    

This year so far 94.2%    
 

Last year we were 93.5%, in the lowest 25% in Wales. 
Gelliswick can do better – we have to for our children 
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