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17th April 2020 

Dear Parent 

I hope you and your families are well.  We continue to keep an extra thought for any families that are 

experiencing difficulties or loss.  I hope you have managed to see the film we have posted today on Class Dojo 

and Facebook https://www.facebook.com/GelliswickSchool/videos/2678639695703046/ 

Once again, thank you for the messages of support and care, and for sharing the pictures of work and activities 

that your children are doing.  As promised I have a few messages about how our home learning service will 

change slightly for next week: 

 We would like children to check in each day, so they can let us know how they are feeling.  They are 

used to doing this in class, and teachers will explain how to do this from home. 
 

 Teachers will provide feedback for pupils.  Teachers will explain how this will work, but is likely to be 

for just one or two pieces of work through the day.  Teachers will do their best to give feedback that 

allows pupils to feel a sense of achievement and to move forward with their learning. 
 

 We certainly do not expect parents to become teachers.  If any of this adds stress to the home, take a 

break and do something fun together; your child can always choose to come back to it later that day or 

later in the week. 
 

 Your child’s wellbeing and safety is the most important thing at this time.  Praise your child often, and 

do your very best to encourage your child to ‘have a go’, be active and take regular breaks.  ‘Be a 

parent, not a teacher’ because that is what your child needs and will be expecting from you. 

So our service can be summarised as: 

1. Setting Daily learning activities via Class Dojo and 

the Hwb platform 

2. Providing daily feedback for one or maybe two 

pieces of work – usually by the class teacher 

3. Responding to messages and queries from 

parents on Class Dojo during normal school hours. 

4. Providing daily telephone contact from our 

wellbeing team for many families. 

5. Providing childcare for children of critical workers 

at the Gelliswick Hub 

Please be aware that our plans are always subject to 

change, especially if staff become ill, or if they are 

required to work at the Hub.  So there may be days when 

your child’s class teacher is not available through Class 

Dojo, when another teacher will leave activities. 

We really are doing this together, so please do contact us if you have any questions or suggestions.  In the 

meantime, have a lovely weekend.  Please remember to help your child check in with us on Monday morning 

– we are really looking forward to being in touch with every single Gelliswick child and family. 

Take care, 

Nick Dyer, Head teacher 
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