
         

    

  

GELLISWICK NEWSLETTER 15th March 2019 
Contact us: admin.gelliswick@pembrokeshire.gov.uk 

Telephone: 01646 692894 
 

MESSAGE FROM MR DYER, THE HEAD TEACHER 
 

 I want to start by encouraging everyone to keep scrolling down to the many news items which include items: 
 

o The choir who represented Gelliswick with their performance at the Milford Haven cluster schools 
concert earlier in the week at the secondary school.  Congratulations to our children sang Calon Lan 
beautifully, with energy and passion – and played some rugby as well!! 
 

o The St David’s Day activities.  Da iawn bawb for taking part in these.  There was a fantastic range of 
models and artwork produced showing celebrating a wonderful Welsh creativity at Gelliswick – please 
see the news item below for more news. 

 

 On the subject of St David’s Day, a huge well done to the family members and children involved in the banner 
and ‘dragon’ making course that we ran with Springboard.  They participated in the Haverfordwest parade 
along with over 400 children from other schools, and our dragon was much admired.  I hope to have some 
photos to share in a future newsletter, but in the meantime you may have caught the story in the local press. 

 

 Inset training last Friday saw a range of professional learning activities for staff, with the main event being 
the training for teachers in the teaching of writing.  We are only half way through the training element of 
this training project and we have seen excellent improvements already in the standard of pupils’ writing. 

 

 Let’s all keep our fingers crossed that the worst of the winter illnesses are behind us.  February attendance 
was hit massively by sickness, and my sympathies to the many of you who were laid low by the various bugs.  
However, the attendance this week is higher and suggests that we could be entering healthier times, so let’s 
use that to make the next 4 weeks the best attended of all. 

 

 Thank you to the parents who made use of the drop in sessions with governors regarding the consultation 
on changes to the school week and the timings of the school day.  Thank you also to the many parents who 
returned consultation feedback forms.  Governors will scrutinise these before meeting to decide on whether 
to proceed with the proposal.  No decision has been made until this time, but parents will be informed of a 
decision by the end of this spring term at the very latest. 

 
 
MESSAGE FROM THE PUPILS 
 
From Criw Cymraeg  
 

This week’s ‘Ymadrodd yr wythnos’ (phrase of the week) is from Foundation Phase Criw 
Cymraeg and can be used when you need help. 

 

Ga i help os gwelwch yn dda?  
 
 Cei, wrth gwrs. 

Can I have help please? 
 
Yes, of course 
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Gelliswick School Values / Ysgol Gelliswick Gwerthoedd 

 

 
 
 
 

Compassion 
Courage 
Creativity 
Fairness 
Forgiveness 
Friendship 
Generosity 

 

 
Hope 
Humility 
Love 
Peace 
Perseverance 
Respect 
Responsibility 
Service 

Sportsmanship 
Spirituality 
Team work 
Thankfulness 
Trust 
Truthfulness 
Wisdom 

CAUGHT MOMENTS – Diolch a da iawn to these children who were ‘caught’ living Gelliswick’s values: 

Friendship Miss Council caught Aleah Harding including a child from the class in her games at playtime. 

Perseverance  
Mrs Mountstevens caught Finley Thrower trying hard and not giving up when working on pattern 
this week. 

Compassion 
Mr Stow caught Leon Lewis being kind and helping a child from Year 2 when they fell over and 
needed help.  

Team work Miss Wheeler caught Paige Majewski and Tomas Williams working well together in literacy.  

Creativity and 
Team Work 

Mrs Evans caught Lexi Page and Poppy Busby working together in the classroom to make 
spiral pictures in the style of the artist Andy Goldsworthy using shells. 

Service Mrs Reynolds caught Dylan McGuire taking his role as School Council Chairperson seriously. 

Friendship Miss Yelland caught Ruby Jenkins being kind to others in the playground. 

Generosity 
and Wisdom 

Mrs Hopkinson caught Tamsin Hoadley helping other children in maths when they were finding 
work challenging.  

Responsibility  
Mrs Vaughan caught Lola McAndrew taking care of the outdoor area, making sure it was tidy 
and ready for us to learn in. 

Service 
Mrs D Evans caught The Gelliswick School Choir representing Gelliswick at the Welsh Concert 
for the Milford Schools when they sang ‘Calon Lân’ as one voice so brilliantly. 

Responsibility  Mrs Martin caught Jack Haughey helping two friends to resolve a disagreement.  

Courage Mrs Candler caught Kyan Jenkins being brave when he was hurt by the football. 

Thankfulness 
Mrs George caught Sarah Akmal showing thankfulness to the staff that looked after her when 
she was unwell earlier in the week. 

Perseverance 
Mrs Evans caught Caelin Harris showing perseverance when working hard to complete his tasks 
this week, with care and attention to detail. 

Creativity  Mr Williams caught Lewis Morgan showing creativity, crafting his poem on a cygnet.  

Respect 
Mrs Pickford caught Harry Steele being respectful in every lesson to every person; staff and 
pupil. 

Perseverance Miss Scale caught Rio Harding showing perseverance with his maths work this week  

 



 

Attendance Matters 

The blue line 
shows how we 
have done each 
week.   
 
The red line shows 
how we are doing 
overall through 
the year. 
 
A couple of good 
weeks has pulled 
the overall back 
up to 94.2 – going 
in the right 
direction.  

 

 
 

 

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT WE ALL DO EVERYTHING WE CAN TO IMPROVE OUR ATTENDANCE THIS YEAR. 
NOT HERE?  NOT LEARNING ENOUGH? 

 

Congratulations to the following classes for over 95% 
Marloes 99.0%; Druidstone 98.6%; Pwllgwaelod 98.4%; Trefdraeth 97.4%; 
Manorbier 96.9%; Broad Haven 96.7%; Barafundle 95.2%; Nolton 95.2% 

 
 

GETTING IT RIGHT… 
 

BE SAFE, BE RESPECTFUL, BE READY 
 

The ‘Hot Chocolate with the Head Teacher’ reward is for children who have consistently followed our three 
rules, and who have gone ‘above and beyond’ in this, often in a quietly unassuming way. 
 

 

HOT CHOCOLATE WITH THE HEAD TEACHER 
CONGRATULATIONS AND THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING: 

Poppit Sands (Nursery) Lyra-Rose Wray  Pwllgwaelod (Year 3) Billie-Rose Sweeny 

Tenby (Reception) Freddie Gough Coppet Hall (Year 3) Dylan Lewis 

Newgale (Reception) Kalyf McBrien Swanlake Bay (Year 4) Kyian Horton 

Parrog(Year 1) Mali Rees Abereiddi (Year 4) Molly Badrock 

Manorbier (Year1 ) Cerys Wonnacott Sandy Haven (Year 5) Archie George 

Nolton (Year 2) Grace Wheeler Skrinkle Haven (Year  5) Evan Pyart 

Druidston (Year 2) Scarlet Edwards -Rattle Barafundle (Year 6) Ava Bristow 

Westdale (Year 2) Kieran Bevans Trefdraeth (Year 6) Liam Evans 

Whitesands (Nursery to Yr 2) Jenson James Marloes (Year 3 to 6) Ffion Thomas 

Little Haven (Year 1-3) Deniz Azisov Broad Haven (year 5/6) Emily Fox 
 
 

ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 
 

Our target 95% 

This week 92.3%    

This year so far 94.1%   DROPPING AGAIN 
 

Last year we were 93.5%, in the lowest 25% in Wales. 
Gelliswick can do better – we have to for our children 
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MERIT AWARD – Llongyfarchiadau, congratulations to our Merit Winners this week: 

Poppit Sands (PT Nursery) Seren Coaker For being able to recognise and reliably count out up to 12 objects.  

Poppit Sands (Nursery) Toby Hood For having a fantastic week 

Tenby (Reception) Harry Parr 
For working enthusiastically to complete 2, 3 and 4 colour 
repeating patterns, independently. 

Newgale (Reception) Joe O’Donovan For excellent estimation in maths this week. 

Parrog(Year 1) Ebony Edwards  
For completing her survey of the class’ most popular story 
character, using a tally chart and writing the conclusion 
independently.  

Manorbier (Year1 ) Amber Hoadley 
For showing great perseverance with the tricky task of making 3D 
shapes from paper nets. 

Whitesands (Nursery to yr 2) Osian Jones 
For making a big effort in his RWI sessions and sharing lots of 
information about elephants. 

Nolton (Year 2) Alanna Macdonald 
For working independently to create an interesting leaflet about 
Carew castle using pictures and exciting captions. 

Druidston (Year 2) Amara Ipek 
For her fantastic descriptive language in her leaflet about Carew 
Castle. 

Westdale (Year 2) Olivia Cartwright 
For being able to work independently on time, recognising o’clock, 
half past and problem solving ‘hours earlier’ and ‘hours later’. 

Little Haven (Year 1-3) Joshua Davies For being able to make a repeated pattern using three colours. 

Pwllgwaelod (Year 3) Alexis Lovell 
For showing a real pride in her work this week and because of this, 
producing a lovely piece of art work. 

Coppet Hall (Year 3) Imogen Defrancesco 
For her super effort in literacy, working on writing instructions for 
how to trap a troll. 

Swanlake Bay (Year 4) Alfie Mullarkey 
For making outstanding progress in his reading, maths and 
swimming. 

Abereiddi (Year 4) Lola O’kell 
For her excellent efforts at learning the story map for our dilemma 
story. 

Sandy Haven (Year 5) Rhys Carter For his excellent effort in Maths 

Skrinkle Haven (Year  5) Leon Morris For excellent effort when completing difficult maths problems. 

Barafundle (Year 6) Morgan Doncaster 
For his excellent effort during literacy, using impressive 
adventurous vocabulary when writing poetry. 

Trefdraeth (Year 6) Tommy Powles  
For his poem on Mistletoe inspired by The Lost Words by Jackie 
Morris.  

Marloes (Year 3 to 6) Ben George 
For his super work on his sounds in RWI and his excellent 
drumming skills in music. 

 
 
 
 

… KEEP SCROLLING FOR THE GELLISWICK NEWS … 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
GELLISWICK NEWS 
 

World Book Day 
 

It was wonderful to see so many children dressed up as characters from their favourite books. There was a huge 
variety, and even astronauts and footballers from non-fiction books. 
 

Booky Breakfast 
Thank you to the parents and family members in foundation phase who came in to school to share a book with 
their child.  If you couldn’t make it this week please come next week as the children really enjoyed the story 
session.  This takes place on Thursdays between 8.50 a.m. and 9.05 a.m. in your child’s classroom. 
 

Gelliswick Wild Reading competition 2019 
Thank you to all the families who took part in the Wild Reading Competition.  There were some amazingly 
original entries, with books being read to horses, penguins, giraffes and even a snake!  There were visits to 
castles, churches and many beaches around Pembrokeshire.  Children were reading in trucks, cars, a jeep and 
even on a motorbike.  They were in dens, caves, under tables and on swings!  It has been a very difficult 
decision, but we have selected two children who will each receive a £5 book voucher: 
 

Foundation Phase 
Mali Rees, Parrog Class, reading 

‘The Rainbow fish’ to Bertie the Sea Bass 

 
 

Key Stage 2 
Jacob Aldred, Coppet Hall class 

reading to a wallaby at Manor House 

 
 

We hope you all enjoyed reading in unusual places and remember …….. 
 

Take a book with you wherever you go – Books aren’t just for bedtime!! 
 
 



 
 
 
St David’s Day Celebrations 
 

The children enjoyed their celebrations on Friday 22nd 
February, with many classes enjoying producing crafts such 
as Welsh spoons, learning folk dancing and performing 
Welsh songs and stories.  Many thanks to Mrs Pat Rye and 
her husband too for giving up their time once again to come 
into the school to teach folk dancing to many of the classes.  
During the week many classes also made and sold Welsh 
cakes, raising £247.65. Thank you so much; this money will 
go to Bobath Children’s Centre Cardiff who provide 
specialist physiotherapy, occupational therapy and 
speech and language therapy to children all over Wales 
who have cerebral palsy.  In the Foundation Phase the 
classes entertained each other with songs and stories and 
all the children from the Nursery to Yr2 learnt a simple 
Welsh Folk dance in their afternoon celebrations. 
 

Once again a very big thank you to parents for encouraging their children to take part in the literacy and creative 
competitions this year.  We had around 120 entries throughout the school.  It has been very difficult to choose 
the winners as you can imagine and we applaud the efforts behind every painting, model, drawing, collage and 
postcards, poems and posters written in Welsh. 
 

 
 

Here is the list of the successful winners, well done to them, and da iawn bawb … well done all  for entering. 
 

Poppit Sands Gabby Harding, Joshua Williams and Leah Abbott 

Tenby Mason Moseley and Edie Turner 

Newgale Ava Church and Jason DeMatos 

Parrog Matthew Picton and Lucas Wray 

Manorbier Poppy Busby and Carley Curtis  

Nolton Isabelle Picton and Noah Riggs 

Westdale Callie Thomas, Leearnna Abbott and Lily Abbott 

Druidstone Jaydan Shipley and Isabelle Evans-Critten 

Little Haven Rileigh Cadwell 

Pwllgwaelod Oskar Fox and Alfie Witts 

Coppit Hall Ollie Patterson and Gethin Clark 

Swanlake Evie-Marie Clarke 

Abereiddi Morgan Britton and Chelsey Curtis 

Sandy Haven Zoe Starling and Gracie Davies 

Skrinkle Haven Alfie Candler and Jovie Livermore 



 
 
 

 

Year 4 visit the ‘Welsh Jamboree’ 
 

On Thursday 21st February, our year 4 children joined other schools at the Welsh Jamboree held at the 
Withybush Pavilion in Haverfordwest.  The afternoon was jammed packed with high energy Welsh songs which 
the children sang and danced along to with great enthusiasm.  The pupils learned Welsh songs about maths 
and colours, as well as Welsh history.  Olivia said, 'It was a fun way to learn Welsh.  It was fun to do the actions 
and sing funny songs.' 

 

 
 

Year 1 artists on Gelliswick Beach 
 

As part of their RE topic Our Wonderful World, Manorbier and Parrog classes visited Gelliswick beach on 
Wednesday to use natural materials to make transient art in the style of the artist Andy Goldsworthy.  The 
children thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to work outdoors in the fresh air and they produced some amazing 
creations.  
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trefdraeth Gracie Goss and Ruby-Rae Conroy 

Marloes Ruth Holt 

Broad Haven Lacey-Louise Wray  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Towers and Turrets’, Year Two’s Trip to Carew Castle 
Last week our year two children took a step back in time and visited Carew Castle.  The children have been 
learning about the different parts of a castle, and the important roles of all the people who would have lived and 
worked in the castle grounds.  The children met the Mason, the Cook and the Weaver who helped the children 
to complete tasks to get the castle ready for Sir Rhys’ return to Carew. 
 

                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Milford Schools Welsh Concert 
 

This week Gelliswick Choir joined other schools from the cluster to celebrate Saint David’s Day.  The choir sang 
‘Calon Lân’, with Chloe Badrock singing a lovely solo, and the rest of the choir enchanting everyone with beautiful 
singing.  Bendigedig!  The audience were so taken with us that they joined in to sing the well-known hymn after 
our performance! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The children enjoyed the evening and were entertained by ‘Bois y Frenni’, a local group form north of the county, 
signing folk songs.  We also enjoyed watching the other schools whose performances included street dances, 
songs, a brass band, stories and poetry.  £367 was raised for PATCH during the evening.  During the interval there 
was a rugby challenge which Thomas Davies and Nia Sweeny stepped up to - and Nia was the most successful 
player of the evening being able to pass through more balls through a target than any competitor.  Many thanks 
too goes to Nathan Williams, one of our parents who represented our school and took part in the adult challenge.  
He did very well too (I wonder why?) coming joint first. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Have a great weekend all. Pob Lwc Cymru in the rugby. 


