
         

    

  
 
 

GELLISWICK NEWSLETTER 30th November 2018 
Contact us: admin.gelliswick@pembrokeshire.gov.uk 

Telephone: 01646 692894 
 

MESSAGE FROM MR DYER, THE HEAD TEACHER 
 

 This has been a very good week for learning.  So many great things have happened, whether it be amazing 
writing, solving maths problems, winning competitions, educational visits, playing sport or joining a choir.  
Keep it going everyone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Communication with the school 
 

We do our best to be available to respond to any requests or concerns you have.  In the first instance please 
ask to speak with your child’s class teacher, who will make every effort to see or speak to you as soon as 
possible.  If they are teaching, they will get back to you later, or arrange to meet at the earliest time possible. 
 

Most queries or concerns are best dealt with by the class teacher, as they help your child day in day out.   
 

However, if you would like to speak with me or one of my senior staff, please do contact the main office and 
we will do our best to speak to/meet with you as soon as possible.  It often depends on which of us is 
available as to who you will meet in the first instance, but we do work together as a team. 
 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PUPILS 
 

The Criw Cymraeg  
This week we met to set our ‘Sialens Nadolig’ (Christmas Challenge) for the children in the school.    

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:admin.gelliswick@pembrokeshire.gov.uk


The children must find the elf picture and a challenge word every school day until the end of the term and write 

a sentence that includes the challenge word on their entry sheet. All entries will be put in a class draw and there 

will be prizes for the children whose names are drawn. The competition will begin on Monday 3rd of December. 

This will be a competition for Reception to Year 6 pupils. 

The School Council  
We presented a report to the Governors this week.  These are some of the things in our report: 
 
What is working well? 

 Talk for Writing story telling is great because it is interactive, fun and helps with literacy. 

 Mr Parr and Sport buddies are helping at lunchtimes there are more activities for the children to 
do.  

 KIVA kids are helping at break times as they are preventing bullying in both Foundation Phase and 
KS2. 

 The new steps from the MUGA to foundation phase playground are good because it is easier for 
parents with children in KS2 and Foundation Phase to collect both children. 

 
What can be improved on? 

 Children would like more things to do in Breakfast club. We think that they need more games to 

play with.  We are going to have a school disco before Christmas so we will allocate some of the 

money raised to buying some games. 

 Pupils have asked for some longer books with harder words for the library. 

 Foundation phase pupils would like more equipment in their playgrounds. 

 
School clubs 

Children asked for after school clubs. We now have: 

 4 Sports clubs for years 2 to 6. 

 Art club.  We won the South Hook LNG calendar 
competition. We made a collage of different 
cameras. We won £1000 for school we are going to 
buy some new art resources. 

 Clwb Cymraeg on a Thursday 

 Pyramid club on a Monday for social skills. 

 Choir on a Wednesday. 

 We would still like to have a few more clubs such as 
music and drama. 
 

Children in need 2018:  

For children in need this year we dressed up, we had a raffle to win a Pudsey bear or a Blush, we had guess the 
number of sweets in jar, we had a cake stall and we made a large Pudsey and Blush out of pennies. We raised 
at least £800 and we would like to thank everyone again for supporting us this year. Lots of the children 
showed the value of generosity by sharing their sweets with other pupils. 

Visits that we have made this term   

Four school councillors attended the Remembrance service in the local community hall we joined in with some 

war time singing. Thomas and Dylan joined Mr Dyer in laying of a wreath on Remembrance Sunday. 

 

For our next School Council meeting we have asked the class Councils to discuss the following: 

1. How can we improve children`s attitudes to learning? Mrs Reynolds has asked us for our ideas on this. 



2. How can we get children to improve their attendance? 
3. Ideas to raise money in our School disco.  
4. How do we improve the walking in the corridors? 

 
 

Gelliswick School Values / Ysgol Gelliswick Gwerthoedd 
 

 
 
 
 

Compassion 
Courage 

Creativity 
Fairness 

Forgiveness 
Friendship 
Generosity 

 

 
 

Hope 
Humility 

Love 
Peace 

Perseverance 
Respect 

Responsibility 

Service 
Sportsmanship 

Spirituality 
Team work 

Thankfulness 
Trust 

Truthfulness 
Wisdom 

CAUGHT MOMENTS – Diolch a da iawn to these children who were ‘caught’ living Gelliswick’s values: 

Friendship Mrs Davidson caught Carragh Parker helping another child with his coat. 

Team Work  Mrs George caught Charlie Dimond and Bailey Smith offering to help tidy paper towels that had 
blown all over the playground. 

Wisdom Mr Stow caught Zane Butland helping a child from a younger class tie their shoelaces at 
lunchtime. 

Perseverance Mrs Mountstevens caught Bella Davies working hard to learn her lines in the class Nativity 

Service Mrs Littlejohns caught Logan Medlicott teaching a friend how to tie his laces. 

Perseverance Mrs Vaughan caught Shaun Phillips returning to a piece of work when he had been interrupted 
and finishing it independently. 

Responsibility  Mrs D Evans caught Oakley Absalom helping the teachers and doing her role as ‘Helpwr Heddiw’ 
in the class. 

Courage Miss Council caught Caitlyn Griffiths retelling the story of The Tiger Child using a story map. 

Service Mrs Reynolds caught Zoe Starling and Gemma Sandy presenting their School Council report 
professionally and confidently to the Governors this week.  

Creativity Miss Yelland caught Ffion Thomas and Esme Nicholas working independently to create a lovely 
piece of art work of the planets. 

Perseverance  Mrs Pickford caught Emilea Absalom reading her lines for the Christmas concert with engaging 
expression. 

Friendship  Mrs Candler caught Seren Chapman congratulating a child in her class on his achievements. 

Service Mrs Evans caught Cerys Wonnacott donating a packet of blu-tac to the class because we 
needed some! 

Friendship Miss Havard and Miss Whatling caught Adam Nowakowski sharing his hoop with others at 
playtime. 

Compassion  Miss Scale caught Aryan Pusalkar giving a friend a tissue when they felt upset  

Perseverance Miss Ralph caught Leon Morris-Horst maintaining a positive attitude and not giving up when 
finding maths questions challenging. 

Service Mrs Davies caught Alyssa Hartley using fabulous manner towards friends and members of the 
public while out swimming. 

Team Work Mr Williams caught Liam Evans helping his class mates to email work using hwb.  

Respect Mrs Hopkinson caught the whole of Dosbarth Barafundle showing respect on their Carew trip.  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attendance Matters 
 

Thank you for your efforts in ensuring your 
children are in school.  There has been a slow 
rise since the poor attendance in September.   
 

But it is still not good enough yet, so this is just 
a start. 

 

One of our key priorities this year is to help 
children develop better resilience and 
independence. 

 

In other words, can you keep working hard 
and learning when you are feeling a bit tired … or a bit off colour … or find the work tricky? 
 

We are working with children in how they can help themselves, through for example: 

 Being prepared to make mistakes 

 Using the resources and displays in the 
classroom 

 Discussing the work with others 

 Checking work 

 Having another go 

 Ignore the tickly throat, or the sniffly 
nose, or a distraction 

 

It is normal to feel like giving up sometimes.  But we also learn that we can keep going, and will feel better, even 
when it looks too difficult or doesn’t capture our attention straight away.  To keep the attendance rising, we all 
need to help our children to be resilient.  Let’s keep the graph rising. 
 

 
 

 

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT WE ALL DO EVERYTHING WE CAN TO IMPROVE OUR ATTENDANCE THIS YEAR. 
NOT HERE?  NOT LEARNING ENOUGH? 

 

Congratulations to the following classes for over 95% 
Whitesands 100%; Druidstone 98.9%; Westdale 98.2%; Manorbier 97.1%; Nolton 97.1%; Pwllgwaelod 96.0%; 

Sandy Haven 95.9%; Little Haven 95.0% 
 
 
BE SAFE, BE RESPECTFUL, BE READY 
 

The ‘Hot Chocolate with the Head Teacher’ reward is for children who have consistently followed our three 
rules, and who have gone ‘above and beyond’ in this, often in a quietly unassuming way. 

 

HOT CHOCOLATE WITH THE HEAD TEACHER 
CONGRATULATIONS AND THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING: 

Tenby (Reception) Kai Bentley Pwllgwaelod (Year 3) Freya Livermore 

Newgale (Reception) Fleur Doncaster Coppet Hall (Year 3) Alyssa Winn 

Parrog(Year 1) Hallie Button Swanlake Bay (Year 4) Evie Marie Clarke 

ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 
 

Our target 95% 

This week 94.7 Back below 95% sadly 

This year so far 94.4% 
 

Last year we were 93.5%, in the lowest 25% in Wales. 
Gelliswick can do better – we have to for our children 
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Manorbier (Year1 ) Charlie Gustar Abereiddi (Year 4) Harri James 

Nolton (Year 2) Amelia Coe Barafundle (Year 5) Thomas Davidson 

Druidston (Year 2) Ruby Jenkins Trefdraeth (Year 5) Callie-May Thomson 

Westdale (Year 2) Cerys Owens Sandy Haven (Year 6) Lewi Rozblat Greggain 

Whitesands (Nursery to Yr 2) David Holt Skrinkle Haven (Year  6) Brooke Majewski 

Lindsway (year5/6) Dylan Davies Marloes (Year 3 to 6) Jaxon Bond 

  Broad Haven (year 5/6) Lewis Morgan 
 
 

MERIT AWARD – Llongyfarchiadau, congratulations to our Merit Winners this week: 

Poppit Sands (Nursery) Isabelle Coe For always trying her best and being able to write CVC words 
independently. 

Tenby (Reception) Edie Turner For trying really hard to use her knowledge of letter sounds to write 
words independently. 

Newgale (Reception) Heidi Witts For always trying her best and being a kind and thoughtful member of 
the class. 

Parrog(Year 1) Lucas Wray  For persevering in money activities when recognising the names and 
values of the coins to 10p.  

Manorbier (Year1 ) Oliwia Pawlikowska For independently writing sentences about the Nativity story. 

Whitesands (N to yr 2) Osian Jones For participating in the Christmas concert practice with enthusiasm. 

Nolton (Year 2) Callum Bevans For working independently to measure the length of different items and 
recording his work by himself. 

Druidston (Year 2) Kai Lewis For great problem solving skills when working out the distance of the 
planets from the moon in a practical activity. 

Westdale (Year 2) Fletcher Bowman- 
Davies 

For working independently to read and solve tricky problems with 
measure. 

Little Haven (Year 1-3) Deniz Azisov For producing a fantastic poster about how important it is to not drop 
litter. 

Pwllgwaelod (Year 3) Igor Grabowski For putting 100% effort into all he does at school. 

Coppet Hall (Year 3) Ollie Williams For working extremely hard at all times and always striving to better 
himself. 

Swanlake Bay (Year 4) Paige Collymore For improving the opening to her ‘found story’ by using the washing line 
and her book. 

Abereiddi (Year 4) Jamie Sanderson For having great ideas when innovating ‘Adventure at Sandy Cove’. 

Sandy Haven (Year 5) Isabelle Duffield For working extremely hard on multiplying decimal numbers by 10 and 
100. 

Skrinkle Haven (Year  5) Troy Adams For working extremely hard this week on using doubling and halving to 
multiply and divide numbers. He has also made an extra effort to 
improve the presentation of his work. 

Barafundle (Year 6) Morgan Doncaster For demonstrating his excellent knowledge and understanding about 
World War Two on our Carew trip.  

Trefdraeth (Year 6) Owain Roberts For his mature and positive attitude towards school.  

Marloes (Year 3 to 6) Ruth Holt For retelling a super story of The Tiger Child using objects and pictures 
to help her remember the order. She also helped other children 
remember parts of the story when they forgot. 

 
 
GELLISWICK NEWS … 
 

Rugby spectacle for your calendar 



On Friday 7th December, at about 1:30, Gelliswick are hosting a friendly rugby tournament with the partner 
schools in the Milford cluster.  Games will be played on the 3G pitch and supervised by our rugby hub officer 
Steve Martin.  Any parents who would like to come and watch will be able to access the pitch via the ruby club 
entrance. 
 
 
 
 
Football  
Last week, a year six team of boys attended the county tournament in Haverfordwest.  The team played well, 
passing the ball and creating a lot of chances.  Unfortunately, they lost to the eventual winner, Mary 
Immaculate School in the group stages.  A big thank you to Anthony McGuire who coached and supported the 
team.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Farm  
The children have been working as a team to create a ‘Gelliswick Woods’. The children planted a variety of 
different trees, working the soil to ensure that the roots could take. Children have also spent time caring for 
the different animals at the farm. They have fed, watered and groomed the horses, rabbits as well as learning 
about how to keep the animals safe during the winter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year Five and Six wind the clock back … all the way to the 2nd World War 

The pupils had a fantastic time during their visit to Carew Cheriton Control Tower this week.  They have been 

learning about World War 2 and this visit provided the opportunity for pupils to develop their knowledge and 

understanding of the subject in a real life context. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They were able to step back in time to the 1940's and experience how the Control Tower would have been 

used during the wartime years.  Pupils were able to see a huge array of exhibits in the museum collection, 

whilst hearing stories of life in Pembrokeshire during the wartime from locals of Carew - one gentleman was an 

impressive 92 years old!  

Pupils donned helmets and took cover in the reconstructed Stanton Air Raid Shelter, singing wartime songs as 

the lights were dimmed in order to truly experience how children might have felt during the war. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are extremely proud of how well behaved and respectful the children were during this trip.  Great learning, 

great ambassadors and a great experience.  

 

 
 


