
Welcome back to catch-up, check in and prepare – a guide for parents 

Friday 19th June 

Dear Parent 

We are delighted to be welcoming Gelliswick children back into school.  We miss them 

greatly and cannot wait to catch up with them and prepare together, for what will be a 

‘new normal’ for us all. 

Thank you very much indeed for your support and patience over these past weeks.  We 

are pleased to publish our plans for the safe return of pupils to school for the remainder of this term for ‘check 

in, catch up, and prepare’.  We appreciate that it may be a long read, but we wanted to ensure that we have 

answered all your questions as comprehensively as possible, so that you have all the information you need. 

Please be assured that the safety and the wellbeing of our whole school community has been at 

the forefront of all our planning for the pupils’ return.  All plans in this document have been 

written and risk assessed in line with Welsh Government and Local Authority 

guidance. 

We are able to arrange for all children in Reception through to Year 6 to have 

three sessions in school between 29th June and 24th July.  We would love to be 

able to offer more than this, but are unable to, due to the unique situation for 

Gelliswick.  This includes the number of children requiring key worker childcare, 

the number of pupils in the school compared with the number of classrooms, and the need to 

provide specialist provision.  We hopefully look forward to being able to welcome Nursery age pupils back later 

in the year. 

When you read through this document, please bear in mind that there may still be announcements from Welsh 

Government and the Local Authority that mean we have to revise our plans.  These plans are therefore still 

subject to change, but we will notify you as soon as possible if there are changes. 

Once you have had chance to read the information, please send us your final decision on whether your child will 

be returning to school.  We would be very grateful if you could complete our survey (below) as soon as possible, 

and by the end of the day on Tuesday 23rd June, to give us time to plan carefully the children’s groups. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Ug4_TzS3ZEGUCRtgHRR5kxhM6qLEHVRDiXTlYNtQo8JU

QlFZMEtZVkUxTjAxREpYTUFKUVlLM1hPNy4u 

Diolch yn fawr iawn to you all for working with us and supporting your children through this difficult time.    
Nick Dyer 
Head teacher 
 

Safeguarding 

 If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact the school on 01646 

692894 or email Mr Dyer at head.gelliswick@pembrokeshire.gov.uk .  

 If you fail to contact either of these please contact the Child Care 

Assessment Team on 01437 776444, or out of hours 03003 332222 for 

advice. 

Contacting School 

Unfortunately, during this period we are unable to welcome any parents onto the school 

site or premises.  If you have any queries, please ring (01646 692894) or email the School 

Office admin.gelliswick@pembrokeshire.gov.uk 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Ug4_TzS3ZEGUCRtgHRR5kxhM6qLEHVRDiXTlYNtQo8JUQlFZMEtZVkUxTjAxREpYTUFKUVlLM1hPNy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Ug4_TzS3ZEGUCRtgHRR5kxhM6qLEHVRDiXTlYNtQo8JUQlFZMEtZVkUxTjAxREpYTUFKUVlLM1hPNy4u
mailto:head.gellisiwick@pembrokeshire.gov.uk
mailto:admin.gelliswick@pembrokeshire.gov.uk


Wellbeing 

 We have a dedicated wellbeing team who are available to support children and their families in any 

way we can during the pandemic. 

 Please contact your child’s class teacher in the first instance if you are concerned about the impact the 

pandemic is having on your child. 

 We will prioritise pupil wellbeing during their return to school, supporting them to adjust to the ‘new 

normal’. 

 Once our site is fully ready, we will provide a video for pupils showing what 

they can expect on return to school.  Please watch this video with your 

child and reassure them that their teachers have been working very hard 

on making school safe and that, although different, they will be given a 

warm welcome and their friends and teachers will be delighted to see 

them. 

 Transition will be important for all pupils, but particularly those in 

Year 2 and 6.  School days for all pupils will build in opportunities for 

transition activities and for Year 6, activities will be focused on marking 

the end of their time at Gelliswick.  Year 6 pupils will also be offered one additional day at Milford 

Haven School. 

 

School sessions 

 Due to the building capacity, staff numbers and childcare requirements, we are only able to 

accommodate one year-group on site a time.  Please see below the sessions for your child’s class: 

Class Session dates 

Newgale and Tenby  Thursday 2nd July, Thursday 9th July, Thursday 23rd July 

Nolton and Parrog  Monday 6th July, Thursday 16th July, Monday 20th July 

Westdale Monday 29th June, Friday 10th July, Thursday 16th July 

Druidston Monday 29th June, Friday 10th July, Monday 20th July 

Pwllgwaelod, Coppet Hall and Abereiddi Tuesday 7th July, Monday 13th July, Wednesday 22nd July 

Swanlake Bay and Trefdraeth Friday 3rd July, Tuesday 14th July, Tuesday 21st July 

Amroth and Barafundle Wednesday 1st July, Friday 17th July, Friday 24th July 

Skrinkle Haven and Sandy Haven Tuesday 30th June, Wednesday 8th July, Wednesday 15th July 

Little Haven, Broad Haven, Whitesands 
and Marloes 

Class teachers will be in contact with you to arrange dates 
specific to your child. 

 

 

Travel to and from school 

 Social distancing is expected.   

 We are strongly recommending that parents and 

children walk, scoot or cycle to school. Please see the 

Sustrans advice leaflet on our website. 

 Staff will supervise safe storage of bikes and scooters if 

they need to be left at the under-croft. 

 If you have to travel by car, we ask parents not to park 

on Gelliswick Road near the school, as pupils and parents may be queuing on the pavements to enter 

school. 

 The drop off car park at the Rugby club will be open, as usual.  Again, social distancing is expected. 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http://www.eastboldonjuniors.co.uk/5-ways-to-wellbeing/&psig=AOvVaw0wV55ybLFO6uw5L8LbizWA&ust=1592641424994000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJjfreq5jeoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Drop off/pick up 

 Every child from Reception to Year 6 must be accompanied by an adult 

to the entry point (at the under-croft next to the main entrance) by an 

adult, as we need to be able to screen that children are well, and that 

there are no COVID-19 symptoms in the household. 

 Only one adult from each family to drop off/collect children from school 

please.  We ask that you only bring children attending school with you.  

If you have no option but to bring siblings while you drop off or collect, 

we ask that they stay with you at all times, or hold your hand.  

 Pupils attending for their school session will enter school via the under-croft.  No parents will be 

allowed on the school site.  

 Breakfast club will not be available at this time. 

 Please queue alongside the under-croft entrance, being mindful of traffic and leaving space for users to 

access the disabled parking bays.  Social distancing is expected. 

 To avoid close passing after you have dropped off your child, we suggest that a safer way to leave 

would be to cross Gelliswick Road using the zebra crossing to the opposite pavement. 

 All pupils coming on to site will be screened for symptoms and to ensure that they are well. 

 They will then be told their allocated classroom.  Older pupils who are happy and able to, will make 

their way up the KS2 steps.  All other pupils will join a socially distanced walking bus which will take 

them around to their allocated classroom. 

 Timings are staggered, in line with Welsh Government guidance, to ensure safe arrival and exit from 

site.  A slightly earlier finish allows us time to complete a thorough clean.  A slightly shorter day should 

also be helpful for children, as the day may feel quite tiring, after absence from school, and being in 

small groups. 

 At pick up, all pupils being collected will be brought to the under-croft and dismissed to an adult.  We 

will not be dismissing children unless we know which adult is collecting.  Parents are asked in our 

survey to identify who will be collecting.  Please ensure social distancing. 

 Please adhere to the staggered timings for drop off and pick up, below: 

Drop off 8.45am 
Pick up 2.45pm 

Drop off 9.00am 
Pick up 3.00pm 

Drop off 9.15am 
Pick up 3.15pm 

Drop off/pick up times to be 
confirmed by your child’s teacher 

Sandy Haven  Skrinkle Haven Whitesands 

Amroth  Barafundle Little Haven 

Swanlake Bay  Trefdraeth Broad Haven 

Coppet Hall Pwllgwaelod Abereiddi Marloes 

West Dale  Druidston  

Parrog  Nolton  

Tenby  Newgale  

 

 If you need to collect your child early for any reason, then you will need to telephone the school office. Your 

child will be brought to the exit and dismissed to you.  We have a clear one-way system around school and 

children will not be permitted to exit from any other points. 

 If for any reason your child will be arriving late, please telephone the school and you will be given 

instructions on where to wait until you can be greeted.  

 If you wish for your child to walk home, it is your responsibility to inform the school and your child.  We will 

not release a child to walk home unless you have informed us using our survey. Pupils permitted to walk 

home will be released via the FP gate at the rear of the site.  Please ensure that your child is aware of and 

will adhere to the 2m social distancing regulations once they leave school.  If we observe that this is not the 

case, we will contact you and require you to collect your child following future school sessions. 

 Parents of LRC and Nurture pupils will have a phone call with their child’s teacher to discuss specific 

arrangements, including session times, and drop off and pick up arrangements. 

 



Social distancing in the classroom and 

around school 

 To ensure adherence to social distancing, 

children will be allocated a room on arrival at 

school.  They will use this room for the 

duration of their sessions this term. 

 Children are not likely to be in their usual classroom, but nearly all pupils will have the opportunity to 

see their own class teacher during these sessions.  We will minimise the number of staff working with 

each group, and endeavour to ensure that a familiar member of staff is working with the children.   

 To ensure that social distancing is maintained, there will be a table and chair allocated for your child for 

the day that they are in. 

 There will be no more than eight pupils in a classroom.  Your child will be placed in a group and will 

remain in this group for all of their school sessions this term.  We will not be able to accommodate any 

requests to move groups. 

 Please ensure you complete our survey, which will ask you to give us the names of three friends in your 

child’s class.  We will do our best to place your child in a group with at least one friend. 

 Every child will be given their own equipment in school, and must not bring pencil cases etc. 

 Unfortunately, children must not bring anything to school, except a lunch box (if not having a school 
dinner) and a water bottle. 

 Any resources they will need will be ready for them on their desk - they will not share any equipment 

or resources with other children without these being cleaned first. 

 Children will only move from their personal learning space when asked by their group leader, because 

we must be able to ensure safe social distancing at all times. 

 Lining-up times will be carefully managed to maintain social distancing.  

 Children will remain in their allocated classroom for the day, only leaving for breaks and physical 

activity with their own small group of children.  

 For any movement that needs to take place in the corridor there will be a controlled system, as 

corridors are only 2m wide. 

 Each group will be given their own designated area outdoors.  Everyone is expected to adhere to the 

2m social distancing at all times.  

 To help protect the health and safety of all members of the school, sadly, any child who is unable to 

follow guidelines and instructions may be asked to stay at home during this time. 

 

Uniform and Personal belongings 

 Please send children to school in clean clothing each day. Although we always encourage pupils to wear 

uniform, this is not a requirement. 

 Children will be spending more time outdoors during their times 

in school.  Please ensure they have a clean coat with them in 

cool, windy and wet conditions. 

 Similarly, on sunny days, pupils should have sun cream applied 

before attending school.  ‘Once a day’ varieties are preferred as 

sun-cream should not be brought on site. 

 Children MUST bring a full bottle of water to the school for each 

of their sessions.  This will remain on their desk.  Staff will 

supervise them to refill this if necessary. 

 Children bringing a packed lunch must always keep it with them 

and it will remain in their personal learning space.   

 No other items are to be brought to school, i.e. No phones or 

bags. 



Cleaning/Sanitising 

 Hand washing or sanitiser stations will be available at entry points 

to the school and in every classroom. 

 Every classroom has a sink, and handwashing will be required at 

regular points throughout the day. 

 Children MUST wash their hands regularly and we need parents to 

reinforce the importance of thorough handwashing with their 

children every day before they come to school.  Please use our 

Gelliswick Handwashing video with your child: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=72cNRdyyan8  

 Classrooms, toilets and doors will be cleaned regularly 

 Classroom doors and windows will be kept open to aid ventilation.  

 Visual reminders, songs and videos will be used too, to reinforce the hand washing message and 

method.  

 Hand driers have been replaced with paper towel dispensers. 

 LA guidance is as follows: 

When to hand wash Pupils 

Entering the building  
Leaving the building  
Using the toilet  
Touching eyes, nose or mouth  
Contact with blood/body fluids (e.g. faeces, vomit)  
Before and after eating and drinking  
Touching any potentially contaminated surface (e.g. soiled clothing)  
Playing outside or playing with sand or water  
Sneezing/blowing nose  
Before and after starting new activities  
After using any shared equipment or toys  

 

 Where possible, classroom doors will be propped open so as to prevent the touching of door-handles, 

and windows will be open to allow a free-flow of air through the building. 

 When entering a classroom, all pupils and members of staff will thoroughly wash their hands with hand 

sanitiser or soap. 

 Classroom furniture will be kept to a minimum and all items of equipment in the classroom are easy to 

clean and disinfect. 

 Frequently touched surfaces will be cleaned and wiped down every regularly.  

 Soft furnishings, soft toys and toys that are hard to clean have been removed. 

 All toys/equipment will be cleaned after each use, or the end of session before being placed back into 

storage. 

Toilets 

 Each group will use the toilets near or adjoining their classroom.  

These will be allocated to minimise contact with other groups. 

 Staff will remind children of allocated “time slots” for their group to 

use the toilets, although of course they will be allowed to use the 

toilet when needed.  

 Children will wash hands before and after using the toilet. 

 The toilets will be cleaned during the day.  

 Children will use 2m distancing when waiting to use the toilet.  

 Younger children will be encouraged to be as independent as possible. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=72cNRdyyan8
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.lstmed.ac.uk/research/collaborations/experimental-human-pneumococcal-carriage-ehpc-collaboration/ehpc-current-2&psig=AOvVaw0kHT4Itn4lnuMVR205Cf-F&ust=1592646823468000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJjIrfbNjeoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Lunchtimes 

 Having a school lunch is strongly recommended (so 

that no additional items need come back and forth 

between school/home).  

 Catering services will offer a reduced menu – please 

see our school website.  Dietary requirements will be 

catered for as usual.  Payment will be taken in the usual 

way.  Children in receipt of free school meals may order a 

school dinner, with dinner costs being deducted from payments made into your bank account. 

 The Catering service have fully risk assessed their service. 

 School dinners will be taken to the classrooms by catering staff and served in disposable containers.   

 Water will not be provided as normal so pupils will need to drink from their own water bottle at 

lunchtime. 

 If pupils do bring a lunch box, they will have to store it in their personal learning space.  Children must 

place all uneaten food and rubbish back in their lunchbox to take back home. 

 Staff will not be able to approach pupils to support in opening items and cutting up food.  Please 

ensure that your child is prepared for this and do not include items in their lunch box that they will 

struggle to open. 

 A usual ‘healthy’ lunch box is expected. 

 

Outdoor time 

 We want children to access the outdoors as 

much as possible. 

 Outdoor time will be timetabled, both as part of 

their daily routine and also for break and 

lunchtimes.  

 When outdoors, children will only mix with 

children from their own group, maintaining 

social distancing, but may be able to wave and 

chat (distantly) to classmates in other groups. 

 Children will wash their hands prior to going outside and on entry back into the classroom. 

 They will be reminded of the importance of social distancing whilst outdoors too.    

 No scooters can be used during outdoor time. 

 

First aid/close contact 

 First aiders will be available to be called upon.   

 If staff need to be within 2m of a child, they will wear personal 

protective equipment (PPE).    

 If children feel unwell, they must let their teacher know.   

 The teacher will follow the appropriate protocol to isolate the 

student in order to reduce risk to others.   

 Separate safe rooms will be designated and equipped in the 

event of a member of the school displaying COVID 19 symptoms. 

 Children falling ill during the school day will need to be collected 

by their parents immediately.   

 Some children and staff may choose to wear face coverings.  This does not mean that they will be able 

to break the 2m social distancing restriction.  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http://www.treehouse.org.au/reach-school-holiday-program/&psig=AOvVaw1w9TN7vbNjxVRsnpXRPYJm&ust=1592648315265000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNCMzv7TjeoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAS


Illness / COVID 19 symptoms 

 No child or member of staff may attend school if they: 
o feel unwell, 
o have any of the three identified symptoms of Covid-19 (outlined 

below) 
o have been tested positive to Covid-19 in the past 14 days 
o live in a household with someone who has symptoms of Covid-

19 or has tested positive to Covid-19 in the past 14 days. 

 The most common symptoms of coronavirus (Covid-19) are: 
o recent onset of a new continuous cough, 
o high temperature (fever), 
o loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia). 

 If your child, or anyone in your household, is displaying COVID-19 symptoms, please self-isolate for 14 

days, along with the rest of the household.  It is parents’ responsibility to seek a test within 3-5 days of 

symptoms appearing.  

 If a child or adult presents with symptoms on the site, this does not necessitate closing the school, but 

the school would undergo a deep clean. 

 However, if there appears to be a significant outbreak of the virus at the school, then the school will 

likely close again and a deep cleaning of the site will be undertaken. 

Attendance  

 The Local Authority guidance states that children who are shielding or live 

with someone who is shielding, should not attend school.  They will 

continue to follow the home learning set by their teacher. 

 The school will not put any parent under pressure to return their child to 

school, and no fines will be issued for non-attendance. 

Behaviour 

 The normal school policy on behaviour will apply when the school reopens.  

 Additionally, we will be operating a pandemic behaviour policy.  This is in line with the rules set out in 

Welsh Government Policy on social distancing during the pandemic. 

 Pupils who consistently break these rules or fail to follow health and safety procedures and 

instructions, and put themselves and others at risk, may be asked to stay at home. 

Learning  

 These last days of term will be a chance for pupils to check-in, catch up 

and prepare for the new normal.  The focus will be on wellbeing, having 

fun and familiarising pupils for the changes to school that we 

anticipate may be with us for some time. 

 Teachers will continue to set learning activities for the days 

when children are not in school.  However, please note that school 

staff will also be working with groups of pupils in school, meaning they 

will be able to devote less time to providing feedback to children, and responding to parents’ queries.  

 If your child does not come to school, please continue to complete the planned learning set by their 

teacher.  These children will be able to complete the same learning activities at home that their peers 

are doing, on the days when they are in school.  

 Although we know it is difficult to meet everyone’s expectations in regards to home learning, we 

welcome your feedback and endeavour to continue to improve our service for our pupils.  Please speak 

to your child’s class teacher if your child is struggling to engage with, or manage home learning.  Again, 

please remember that the teacher’s ability to respond will depend on the time they spend in school.  



Emergency Evacuation 

 In the event of needing to evacuate the building, due to the smaller number of 

people in the building we will be able to use normal evacuation assembly points, 

whilst ensuring social distancing.  

 

Childcare 

 All bookings should already have 

been made, via the PCC bookings 

team. 

 If a child is booked into childcare 

but will not be attending, please 

contact the school. 

 Amendments to move childcare to 

different days may not be possible, as 

capacity is limited for each day.   

 If children can safely be cared for at home, they should not be coming to school for childcare. 

 Children accessing the Critical Worker childcare provision should be dropped off outside the hall door 

between 8am – 8.55am.  After this, please call at the main reception where you will be greeted by a 

member of staff. 

 If your child is due to attend a school session, but has already arrived in school for childcare, we will 

take them to their group. 

 

Further Questions 

 If you have any further questions, please contact the school by phone or your child’s class teacher on 

Class Dojo.   

 The LA have a regularly updated FAQ’s page which you can visit using the following link: 

https://www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/children-and-schools-transition-to-the-new-normal/coronavirus-

return-to-school-frequently-asked-questions 

 

Other questions received that are not covered in the information above: 

o If my child is in a small group of children will they be able to socialise outside of school with other 

members in other small groups? 

 

Current lockdown restrictions in Wales state that one household may socialise with another, outside 

and at a 2m distance.  No social gatherings should be taking place at this time, according to Welsh 

Government restrictions.  To reduce the spread of the virus, it is vitally important that all children and 

staff follow Welsh Government guidance, along with all members of our community.   

 

o How will you accommodate children who cannot deal with the situation in school? 

 

We take children’s wellbeing very seriously.  There is no expectation for parents to return their child to 

school at this time.  If you are concerned that your child will not manage the new arrangements, please 

discuss these with your child’s class teacher.  Children requiring specific risk assessments will have 

these in place prior to coming to school. 

https://www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/children-and-schools-transition-to-the-new-normal/coronavirus-return-to-school-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/children-and-schools-transition-to-the-new-normal/coronavirus-return-to-school-frequently-asked-questions
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